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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MASERU 00882 181530Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 NSC-05 L-03 PC-01 SP-02 
CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 /047 W 

059505 190755Z/21 

R 181103Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MASERU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8557 
INFO AMEMBASSY GABORONE 

CONFIDENTIAL MASERU 0882 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PEPR, US, LT 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR RECRUITMENT OF CONSTITUTIONAL LAWYER FOR 
LESOTHO 

REF: A. MASERU 0881, B. MASERU 0375, 

1 . REF B WAS SENT FROM MASERU BY PEACE CORPS DIRECTOR CAROLYN 
PAYTON TRANSMITTING INTER ALIA PRIMIN JONATHAN'S REQUEST FOR A 
CONSTITUTIONAL LAWYER TO BE RECRUITED BY PC FOR LESOTHO. 

LAWYER REPORTEDLY WOULD WORK WITH GOL IN DRAFTING A NEW 
CONSTITUTION FOR LESOTHO. 

2. PCD/LESOTHO HAS EXPRESSED HIS SUPPORT (REF A) FOR FULFILLING 
THE PRIMIN S REQUEST THROUGH PC RECRUITMENT. EMBASSY HAS SERIOUS 
RESERVATIONS WHETHER USG OUGHT TO PLACE ANY USG FUNDED PERSON IN 
SUCH A POSITION. WE ARE CONCERNED ABOU THE POSSIBLE POLITICAL 
CHARGES THAT COULD ARISE DURING OR AFTER THE DRAFTING OF THE 
DOCUMENT. THERE IS DEEP LATENT HOSTILITY IN LESOTHO SOCIETY OVER 
THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION. IT IS A DIVISIVE, POLITICAL ISSUE. 

A NEW DRAFT CONSTITUTION WILL CERTAINLY BE THE SUBJECT OF INTENSE 
DEBATE AND THERE IS A DISTINCT POSSIBILITY (IF A U.S. LAWYER IS 
INVOLVED) THAT THE U.S. WOULD BE IDENTIFIED WITH THE DRAFT 
CONSTITUTION. THERE ARE POLITICAL ELEMENTS HERE WHO WOULD FIND 
AMPLE GROUND IN U.S. INVOLVEMENT WITH LESOTHO'S FUTURE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MASERU 00882 181530Z 

CONSTITUTION TO DAMAGE OUR POSITION AND UNDERMINE THE WHOLE 
MATTER OF THE RESTORATION OF CONSTITUTIONAL RULE IN LESOTHO. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: THAT THE DEPT CONSULT WITH PEACE CORPS 
DIRECTOR PAYTON ON THIS MATTER AND INDICATE TO HER UNDESIRABILITY 
OF PROCEEDING FURTHER TO FILL THIS REQUEST. THIS IS A POLITICAL 
POSITION THAT THE PRIMIN WANTS FILLED AND IS ENTIRELY 
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INCONSISTANT WITH EITHER THE PEACE CORPS' TRADITIONAL FUNCTION 
OR WITH PEACE CORPS' "NEW DIRECTIONS" TO SERVE BASIC HUMAN NEEDS. 

THE EMBASSYIIS PREPARED, TOGETHER WITH PEACE CORPS, TO CONVEY 
TO GOL OUR REGRET THAT PEACE CORPS IS UNABLE TO F IL L THE POSITION 
FOR REASONS OUTLINED PARA 2, REF A. 

STOKES 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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